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EDITOR'S NOTE
Dear Readers,
Last July we led to you for subscril The resp was very heartening and. in some cases. quite beyond expec-

tation, with some readers even offering to pay arrears for previous years. Our most sincere thanks to you all for your support
In future, invoices will be sent with the last issue of each year.

This issue of the Review doubles as our annual report. In future, this trend will be maintained so that one issue each year
will constitute the annual report, while another will fearun Ccnlral C i The two ining issues will be
devoted to topics of special interest to - h, We also plan to reinstate the ICA
Newsletter as from 1987. There will be four lsues of the Review and !our of the Newsletter. The two periodicals will akternate
50 that you will receive a publication from us sbightly more frequently than every other month

Further details will be given in our next issue of the review
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Message of the ICA Consumer Committee
Consumers’ Day — 15 March, 1988

This is the second time that the International Co-operative Alliance’s
Consumer Committee requests all consumer co-ops to celebrate 15 March as
International Consumers’ Day.

The theme selected by the Consumer Committee this year is:

“The Protection of the Environment and Ensuring
Hazard-Free Products”.

We are constantly reminded of the danger of catastrophies to the environ-
ment. Scientists draw our attention to the warming up of the atmosphere, the for-
mation of a hole in the ozone layer, and other dangers. Of course economical.
social and scientific progress cannot be halted, but methods of changing certain
consumer habits and finding alternative resources should be sought.

What can consumer co-ops do? The Consumer Committee is convinced that
co-ops should investigate ways of decreasing waste through the use of recyclable
packaging. In addition, harmful or hazardous products should be phased out or
withdrawn altogether; Co-op Switzerland recently withdrew washing powders
containing phosphate from its shelves.

The Consumer Committee would like to see different consumer co-ops iden-
tify measures to be taken in order to lessen the price which is paid for economic
and scientific progress. It solemnly calls upon all consumer co-ops and individual
co-op members to identify possibilities which could lead to a better protection of
our environment and the supply of hazard-free products.
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